
SUCCESS STORIES
International Paeds day 1 June 2013 

Siyabonga GambU

Siyabonga was in a car accident on 3 March 2013. 
He su�ered a traumatic brain injury. He was 
admitted to Union hospital where he was 
ventilated, had a tracheostomy, fractured his left 
leg and was unable to walk. Even though 
Siyabonga was able to understand basic 
instructions, he was unable to communicate. 
Once stable he was transferred to Netcare 
Rehabilitation hospital.

At first, Siyabonga was unable to participate in 
any basic activities & needed a lot of help . 
However, with physiotherapy, occupational 
therapy and speech therapy, he is now able to do 
things for himself.  After six  weeks of intensive 
rehabilitation he is able to walk with crutches all 
over the hospital and is able to go home for 
weekends.

On admission Siyabonga had severe di�culties 
with communication. He was unable to answer 
questions, name objects and pictures and could 
not express his basic needs and wants. Now he 
constantly communicates with everyone and 
volunteers to help the nurses look after the 
smaller children.

The therapists have loved working with 
Siyabonga as he is a really well-mannered young 
man and is always eager to participate in therapy. 
He is motivated to constantly work hard and push 
himself within his limits. We are sure that 
Siyabonga will continue to improve and do great 
things in the future!



She is an 8 year old girl who had surgery for 
resection of clivus chordoma in 2012 at Garden 
City Hospital. Post operation she was functional 
but then she fell at home on 26/8/12 and 
sustained spinal cord contusion resulting in 
quadriplegia. Once stable she was transferred to 
Netcare Rehabilitation hospital. On admission she 
was fully dependent for mobility and all other 
activities

 Owetu was initially terrified of every movement 
and every new thing she was exposed to. She 
wasn’t able to move herself, she cried constantly 
and would panic every time she was lifted  as her 
neck was sore. She used to scream the ward 
down! On discharge though she was a di�erent 
child - Owetu was laughing and joking with the 
therapists, she was able to walk on her own with 
a frame and returned to school!
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